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Reigate Station Car Park and the Proposed Platform 3

Govia, who operate Southern Trains and Thameslink, are putting considerable pressure on
Network Rail to provide an additional platform at Reigate Station. This will bring 
considerable benefits to Reigate as the new platform will be able to accommodate 12 car 
Thameslink trains bringing a large capacity increase and a variety of new destinations 
north of the river.

The Reigate Society welcomes this proposal with one proviso. The Network Rail proposal 
suggests that there will be a (so far) unspecified reduction in the car parking capacity 
which we oppose.

The plans for the new platform are incomplete and unfunded. The Network Rail funding is 
arranged in 5 year tranches with the next one starting in 2019. Depending on how high the
new platform comes up the priorities, the cost will depend on if/when it goes ahead.

The rough sketch produced by Network Rail in their Route Utilisation Strategy document1 
shows the proposed platform 3 running partly behind platform 2. Although very provisional,
this seems to obliterate the entry to the car park. How any parking can be provided at all is
something of a mystery.

Ever since Reigate got a regular service to London, the street parking around the station 
has grown year on year. This growth stopped when the works at London Bridge for the 
revised Thameslink services started in 2013/4 resulting in a necessary reduction in 
Southern services. When these works will be complete at the end of 2017, we expect the 
parking around Reigate Station to grow from its present level.
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The Reigate, Redhill & District Rail Users Association are wholeheartedly in favour of the 
extra platform. When asked at their AGM about the parking, the RRDRUA claim that 
Reigate Station car park 'is never full' and that Reigate is a only 'walk to' station according 
to their research.

The RRDRUA are correct in their assertion that Reigate is a 'walk to' station. People are 
either walking from home or from their cars. Why pay for parking when you can park for 
free in residential roads? However people are only prepared to walk a certain distance. 
When this limit is reached, the car park will fill up. Coupled with this is the promise of a 
better service to London from January 2018 onwards and a proposed increase in the 
Reading to Gatwick Airport services2 in the next few years and Reigate is immediately a far
more attractive railhead. Govia talk of the 'huge untapped potential' of Reigate. Car 
parking at Reigate is currently cheaper than Redhill and it is hard to see why the car park 
will not become extremely popular in due course.

At a time when many other stations in the South East are expanding car parks (including 
Redhill), a reduction for Reigate is proposed. The current number of parking spaces3 is a 
meagre 70. It would be a totally perverse and retrograde step to allow a reduction. The 
Reigate Society understands that the cost of the programme is a critical factor as to 
whether it will go ahead and that finding other ways of providing the parking will add to the 
cost.

The Reigate Society Transport Committee and the General Purposes Committee 
unanimously disagree with the view that the car park can be reduced in capacity and 
believe that the RRDRUA's view is demonstrably incorrect.  We intend to lobby for the 
current number of parking spaces to be retained as a minimum as we expect pressure on 
parking to increase.

We would also like emphasise that the RRDRUA does excellent work on behalf of the local
population and that apart from this one point, the Reigate Society totally supports their 
work.

Bruce Healey

Chairman, The Transport Committee

The Reigate Society

References:
1  https://www.networkrail.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/South-East-Route-Sussex-
Area-Route-Study-FINAL.pdf Page 160
2 Pages 15, 28, 30, 52, 58 and 90 of the above document
3 https://www.southernrailwayparking.com/consumer/find-and-book/carparks/reigate
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